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Unit 4 Portfolio
Assignment 1
Trifles by Glaspell
The central action of the play "Trifles" by Susan Glaspell in 1916 entails the murder of John Wright who has been strangled to death with a rope in his farmhouse. The wife becomes the first suspect even though she was asleep and she is taken into custody as the matter is investigated since she is thought to be guilty of the murder. The case is managed when Sheriff Henry, Mr. Hale who is a neighboring farmer, George Henderson who is the county attorney and two women arrive at the abandoned house of Wright to investigate on what happened to Mr. Wright (Glaspell 123). The ladies are there to collect few things that Mrs. Wright may want while the men are there to scrutinize and see who did it. In the process of investigating, they found a bird in a broken cage strangulated to death the same way it had been done to Mr. Wright. They saw the reason why he was killed was that he had smothered her life by denying her a happy life. Just like the bird, she lived in a cage, and she was being smothered and ends up killing her husband. The case is resolved when Mrs. Peter sneakily takes away the dead bird and the cage away from the authorities denying them the motive evidence they want in convicting Mrs. Wright. 
While the society continues to see women as people of less value, I believe the story is there to open our eyes basically on the value of women in the society and their act of compassionate towards one another. Typically, trifles mean small objects of no value and this makes sense for the items the female characters came across. Thus, men don't understand the value of women, and that's why they see them as trifles. 
Beauty by Jane Martin
Beauty is another play by Jane Martin about jealousy and discontent. Carla and Bethany are the main characters in the play where Carla is the beautiful one but an unproductive model with no brains and personality. Bethany on the contrary is not happy with her appearance though she is an accountant with high earnings and the best in writing short stories (167). Discontentment arises when each wants to be like the other, but it is managed when Carla tells Bethany not to wish to be like her since she will regret it. The matter is resolved in the end when both learn the lesson of jealousy since everyone has a problem and one can admire the other person's life, but it doesn't mean the person has a perfect life. 
I believe that many people value appearance more than what is inside. This is because in the case of Bethany we see her being unsatisfied with her looks irrespective of her successful career. She fails to value what is inside her, and that's why she wishes she could be like Carla and Carla herself is not satisfied with her life. Therefore, discontentment in life can only make us unhappy which will only lead to jealousy between another. 
Meaning of Drama Terms
(i). Aside- it is a remark in the play deliberated to be heard by the viewers and not by the characters inside the play 
(ii). Soliloquy- it is the act of speaking one's thought aloud irrespective of any hearers by a character in the play. 
(iii). Monologue- is a long speech by one character in play 
(iv). Foil- it is the act of preventing something from being successful 
(v). Deus ex Machina- it is unexpected power that saves a situation that seems hopeless
Assignment 2
The Importance of Being Earnest by Wilde
The purpose of writing in the play, "The Importance of Being Earnest" by Oscar Wilde, is to show how lies can be used to get one out of the social and familiar situations. Only a few people hold honesty in high regard. But, it becomes hard for other individuals to set things straight whenever they lie. The most striking thing is that they might not even show remorse feeling or guilt on the lie. However, as the situation gets worse and complicated, they weave more complex lies so as to get out of the tangles of their previous lies. Eventually, they get to a point where lies won't work anymore, and the truth gets revealed.  
In the play, the characters are depicted as the stock characters. Lady Bracknell is a hyperbolic version of stock character by fitting the role of the matrona. Humor is derived from the way she inverts the role of gender by being a powerful force in a patriarchal world (Wilde 89). Also, Bracknell has a belief that style and appearance are more important than substance. 
Oscar Wilde is satirizing. He uses satire in the play by demonstrating the satire in Dr, Chausible as a person who is a man of God and a leader of the people but he is very absent-minded. A Victorian righteous woman, Miss Prism, is a woman who holds herself in a virtuous light, yet she is very judgmental, mean and somehow spiteful. Even though they are both prudish and religious, Wilde mocks them by viewing them as regular people just like the others. I predict that Jack is going to win Gwendolyn since he later showed honesty of his true identity. In the play, the view of Oscar Wilde on people shows that there are lots of people in the world that pretend to be someone but they are not so as to impress them and fit with them. 
The Bear, a Joke in One Act by Chekhov
In Anton Chekhov play, "The Bear, a Joke in One Act" talks about a widowed woman called Mrs. Popov who used to live with her trusted servant called Luka. Her late husband owed Smirnov a landowner some money though had fallen in love with her after they had conflicted on the payment. The story gives a romantic comedy based on the relation between Mrs. Popov and Smirnov. The part that was striking most was when the two started squabbling back and forth like children and threatening to shoot one another (165). This was funny due to the language used, tone and emotion that were brought out. 
Dramatic Terms
(i). Satire- using humor when exposing the flaws of a character, for instance, the portrayal of the true human nature of Dr. Chausible and Miss Prism 
(ii). The stock of Characters- they are stereotypical characters that come off as cliché to the listeners like that character of Mrs. Bracknell who has a belief in style and appearance and not substance. 
(iii). Wordplay- it is how a word can generate an image or convey a story of life. For instance, when Mrs. Popov tells Smirnov that, "This minute, my husband had some pistols; I'll go get them right away. What pleasures I'll have in putting a bullet through that thick head of yours" (Chekhov 1601).
(iv). Parody- it is style or character imitation or exaggeration, for instance, Jack and his friend Algernon are pretentious of who they are by trying to live a fantasy life.
(v). Farce- it is the process of entertaining by use of improbable and silliness situations. For instance is when Mrs. Popov threatens to shoot Smirnov but Smirnov tells her that "you could never understand what happiness it would be to die under the gaze of those wonderful eyes" (1601). 
Assignment 3
Mulatto by Langston Hughes
In the beginning of the story "Mulatto" by Langston Hughes, Colonel Thomas Norwood expresses his anger by illustrating his mixed-raced daughter departure to school with her mother and Cora the female slave. The conversation later turns to Robert, another child who without permission had taken the car to town. A rising action is when Cora the mother of the mixed-race children had dinner with his son Robert and wants to talk to him on the importance of showing respect to his white father and following his orders strictly. The Colonel had arranged on seeing his son Robert at six o'clock, but Cora wants to meet with Robert first before Colonel does so. The ultimate part of the play is the climax since Robert has a huge conflict with Colonel of not accepting his children because of their skin color (Hughes 273). The situation ends in a tragedy with Robert choking his father till he dies and the mother ends up crying and falling on top of the dead body. The falling action is when the crowd of white men with guns rushes to the house to arrest Robert, but the mother had prepared a hiding place for him. In conclusion, the men entered the house and found Cora helpless, but a shot was heard upstairs. As they rush to arrest Robert, it was too late for them as he had already murdered himself so as not to face the execution. 
The most conflicting part of the play is when the white men came looking for Robert so as they can arrest him, but his mother was helpless since she knew the consequence of the action of her son. I pick Robert as one of the character of the mixed race being the son of a Colonel the master and Cora the female slave. Robert wants Colonel to do the right thing by claiming him as his son irrespective of his color. Hughes staged him as a young man who was very passionate and felt as though being oppressed as slaves was not the right thing hence wanted to give voice to the colored people. 
The cultural and historical context of the play is based on racism and discrimination. Although after civil war slavery was illegal, these two unfortunate attributes seem to exist in the community especially in the back of the southern nation. The play is not only illustrating the frustration of the African American man living in a white-dominated social order, but it is also showing the behaviors of the Whites on the Blacks particularly biracial individuals. Robert is a character well given in the play as a person of mixed blood but not accepted by his father because he has the "emotions of the blacks but the cleverness of the whites" (cf. Mulatto: 31). He goes to an extent where he cannot control his temper as he does not want to acknowledge the supremacy of the whites and their social hierarchy and he does not want to be confined in a racial definition. Colonel does not accept Robert as his child as he is biracial, but Robert is not ashamed of him being of mixed blood. The play ends up with Robert underlining his male power by use of violence and break of rules by murdering his father and himself to illustrate his masculinity and superiority so as to bring the issue of indifference in the society. The reality is to show the true horrors or unfortunate occasion of the slave trade era and the rapes that occurred between the slaves and their masters and how kids of mixed races encountered harsh treatments in accepting their black race.  
Assignment 4
Tragic Hero
Looking at the play, Aristotle would consider Willy or Romeo a tragic hero as he had so much love for his sons that irrespective of his struggles he offered himself as a sacrifice by committing suicide for the benefit of his son after his success and to obtain the money he wanted to start with a business. On the other hand, Aristotle would not consider Willy a tragic hero as for him being not able to find any other solution to assist his sons, but he is at east seeking his wife's advice. Based on depression and sadness, Willy acted irrationally with a feeling that his son was not successful due to his lack of hard work. My opinion on what constitutes a tragic hero.  
According to my opinion, a tragic hero should be a person that not only sacrifices himself/herself for other people's salvation but should also sacrifice himself/herself for the benefit of his own as well. Aristotle asserts that a tragic hero is literary a character that makes a judgmental blunder which inescapably leads to his/her own demolition (18). However, I believe that a person cannot become a hero until he can see the roof of his own destruction and his/her own success. At first, the hero should neither be morally better or worse than the usual people to let other people distinguishbetween her/him. A balance can strike in the character of the hero whereby it can introduce pity which is critical in tragedy. For instance, if the hero is faultless, he would be irritated with his fortune and not caring about his ideological supremacy. If the hero was faulty or wicked, then people would feel that he received what he deserved. 
Also, I think tragic heroes should suffer more than they should and they should die a tragic death as fallen from immense heights since they made mistakes that are irretrievable. They must bravelyacknowledge their death with admiration. From their experiences, they must get wounded physically like facing isolation, alienation, and attacks and also emotionally like having a tortured conscience as well as be faced with serious decisions that they have to encounter (Morris 16). A tragic hero must understand his/her doom and know that their fates were discovered through their own actions. Mostly, he must possess a character trait which under normal circumstance would be a virtue, however, under special condition proves to be a fatal flaw. In addition, a tragic hero also acts out of rational behavior by thinking in a clear way so as to be able to come up with a favorable resolution to a condition or unfortunate occasion taking place (Adade-Yeboah et al. 156). He must also be a good person that matters to the community and must be seen as a worthwhile person because of his position, actions, and his reaching effects. 
Dramatic Terms
(i). Plot Complication- it is a buildup or a catalyst in the story that usually starts up a conflict. It acts as an additional element for building up conflict.
(ii). Denouement- it is the final part of the play or a narrative where the strands of the plot are drawn together, and issues are explained and resolved. 
(iii) Tragic flaw- it is the personality trait of a character such as a secret weakness, lack of self-knowledge, judgment among others that usually brings about a hero tragic downfall.
(iv). Mimesis- it is the illumination or imitative representation of life, nature or human behavior in the art of literature.
(v). Catharsis- it is the process of releasing repressed and strong emotions so as to get relief. 
[bookmark: _GoBack](vi). Protagonist- it is the leading or one of the major character in play.
(vii). Antagonist- A hostile character in the leading role.
(viii). Psychological realism- a fiction form that focuses on character's mentality and motive.
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